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Toi  Ambaesador  OSKIIIA  In  Berlin. 

Frorni  Foreign  Minister  UATSUOXA. 

Roi  Japan's  medietion  in  the  Thalland-Prcnch  Indo-China  border  dispute. 
^123  (For<*lgn  Offl  00,  Secret) 


Concerning  tho  current  mediation  in  the  Thai lund-Fronch  Indo-Chlna 
border  dispute,  please  propose  to  the  roYornnont  to  ./hioh  you  are  assif'ncd 
to  use  its  good  offices  to  have  Vichy  government  acO'tpt  our  modiution  plan 
after  having  explain-^d  the  followlngi 

(1)  The  success  or  failure  of  our  r.cdlation  will  not  only  'ra'  oly 
affect  the  political  situation  of  East  Asia,  but  the  positions  of  all 
Axis  Po’vers.  Honco,  this  is  not  meroly  a  local  problem  botveen 
Thailand  and  French  Indo-Chinn.  That  is,  in  case  of  rupture  of  the 
mediation,  fighting  betwroon  Thailand  and  Frmch  Indo-China  fill  in¬ 
evitably  start  again  and  this,  in  tho  lon.r  run,  may  lead  to  our  armed 
intervention.  However,  in  such  case,  it  will  become  impossible  to 
obtain  rubber,  rice  and  other  products  of  that  area,  which  are  of 
ncicosslty  to  both  Japan  and  Germany,  Needless  to  say.  this  not  only 
will  bo  a  great  obstacle  in  the  execution  of  tho  national  policies  of 
both  Japan  and  Germany,  but  will  enable  Eneland  and  America  to  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  throw  the  South  .Seas  into  confusion 
through  intensification  of  their  activities  cove.ri  the  Netharlar.d  East 
Indies  and  French  Indo-China  and  also  throurh  the  carrying  out  of  their 
favorite  propaganda.  It  is  clearer  than  seeing  fire  that  this  will 
upset  Japan's  southern  policy  and  evcn1ua?.lv  cause  a  serious  set-back 
in  the  operations  of  Germany  and  Italy. 

Moreover,  in  the  above  instance,  the  situation  will  bo  such 
that  it  will  be  difficult  to  guarantee  that  Englanc  will  not  steal  a 
maroh  on  us  and  take  such  action  as  to  occupy  the  strategic  points  of 
Thailand.  (For  example,  KOBA  Isthmus.)  On  tho  other  hand,  in  case 
the  mediation  is  a  success,  we  will  be  able  to  peacefully  establish 
our  influence  in  Thailand  and  French  Indo-China  and  also  fii-mly 
establish  the  grounds  upon  which  to  request  for  tho  various  con¬ 
veniences  which  wo  desire,  besides  l^avin^  no  room  for  the  activities 
of  England  and  America,  Therefore,  the  question  as  to  .vhother  the 
position  of  Japan  in  East  Asia  v/ill  be  strengthened  or  not  depends 
directly  on  the  success  of  this  mediation  and  this,  at  the  same  time. 
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affects  tho  qu'^stion  of  the  oxtsnslon  of  the  Axis  powers*  influ. noo 
a-’ainst  En  ’lar.'?  and  Am'-ricn. 

(2)  fiowever,  therti  is  too  ^^roat  u  gap  In  the  assertions  of  both 
Franco  and  Thailand  and  there  appears  to  b-'  no  sign  of  thoir  con- 
promlsin?  readily.  On  the  ether  hand»  since  the  IntornationLl 
situation  has  bocome  such  that  further  delay  in  th"*  settlorent  of 
tho  mottcr  is  not  pemlcsible,  wo  have  takm  th^-  ass<  rtlens  of  both 
into  consider  tticn  and  decided  this  modlatlon  plun-  rioV3Vcr.  the  ^ist 
of  it  is  to  return  to  Thallsnd  the  rreatar  part  of  thj  territorj'  lost 
in  190i  and  1.9C7 .  The  fomcr  was  takon  from  Thil.ar.d  by  riaroe  as 
corap enstitlon  for  tho  abolition  of  extraterritorialltv,  but  if  the 
illo-rical  state  whor''in  extratorritor ifility,  Itsolf,  wus  rstublishod 
by  force  is  taken  into  consideration,  it  was  all  the  iwre  iliogicai. 

to  make  her  c- do  hor  territory  as  compensation  and  this  should  be 
corrected.  The  latter  was  taken  over  fror  Thailand  in  the  form  of 
an  exchange  for  scv.ral  snail  areas,  but  looking  at  it  racially  or 
historically,  there  is  no  basis  for  it.  It  Is  sfcp-iy  o  case  wh.ro 
Franco  stole  It  with  the  pressure  of  a  powerful  state. 

Moreover,  in  our  nodiation  plan,  wo  hevo  decided  to  return' 
only  a  snail  portion  of  tho  latter  to  Thailand  in. the  form  of  a  sale 
and  to  ressr/e  for  French  Indo-China  the  historic  sites  of  C^'rabodla 
in  recognition  of  French  Indo-Chir.a  •  s  cultural  achiovenents  ^o.vards 
Ankor  Vat.  .  ‘  . 

(3)  Ropsons  for  dociding  on  tho  mediation  plan. 

(a)  Besides  that  nentionod  previously,  tho  ou^.stion  of 
restoration  of  lost  territory  is,  for  Franc;,  a  prohlon  of  a  colony 
or,  uocuratel-r  speaking,  an  area  of  a  protectorate  located  far  a-way 
and  hoving  no  natural  connection  when  ocnaldored  from  uil  raeial 
historicnl,  -Teofiraphical  and  cultural  aspects,  h\it  it  is^  for  Tlipi'xand, 
a  problem  of  her  domain  and  r'.clf.l  wllenation.  Hence,  th.e  degr.*.  of 
gravity  differs  completely. 

(b)  Although  Franco  points  out  that  Th..ilr.nd  has  suddenly 
enlarged  upon  her  demand  (the  t.vo  areas  cf  Laos  on  ehe  ri^ht  bar.k  of 
the  Mekong  River)  mode  prior  to  tho  aooop-car.'.©  of  Japan’s  mediation 
and  assorts  thet  this  is  unroasonab’.c .  that  aherv  may  be  such  a  change 
with  the  develcpmont  of  mlllturv  notjon  is  imvitab],c,  .fence.,  the 
question  lies  in  v/hethor  the  pr-  renn  Tao  ilrnd*  Fr'-nch  Indo-Ohina  border 
is  correct  when  tho  truiih  is  censidored.- 

(c)  In  rogp.rd  to  the  wu  .altuation,  although  Thailand  v/as 
dofoatc-d  in  sea  buttles,  it  hias  boon  an  over. /helming  ylctory  for 
Thailand  in  regard  to  land  battles.,  which  hold  the  key  to  overall 
victory,  ond  if  wo  had  not  proposed  to.rediatf ,  the  Thailand  army 
would  have  ovirrun  all  Cambodia.  B'sidr.s  tho  above  fact,  it  is  not 
only  our  officers,  ./ho  havo  in.sp-r. ti'd  the  locality  who  unanimouaJy 
adr.its  tho  fact  that  the  morejo  cf  the  .Thai.iand  army  is  high  while 
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tho  Fr?nch  Indo-China  amv  has  absolutely  no  fls^htin.^  spirit,  but 
even  anon;  the  Frfnch  officials  who  have  visited  the  front,  there 
are  some  exprossinp’  tho  same  opinion. 

(d)  In  view  of  this  above -montlonod  fact  and  from  the  fact 
that  tho  French  Indo-China  army  althou(»h  she  may  ro-opon  hostilities 
is  unable  to  oppose  the  Thailand  army  v/lth  all  its  force  while  the 
Japanese  army  is  stationed  north  of  Hanoi  as  at  present,  tho  defeat 
of  tho  French  is  noarly  cortuin.  Consequently,  it  would  be  wise  for 
France  to  forgeu  all  sontimontul.  nroumonts  and  sour  frapes  at  this 
time  and  seek  for  a  rapid  solution  of  ths  problem,  with  the  mnrnani- 
mity  worthy  of  a  great  nation  rather  than  to  discuss  peace  after 
being  defeated. 

(e)  In  regard  to  tho  territory  lost  in  1901,  although  it 
seems  as  if  France  has  a  true  intention  toward  restitution  on  tho 
whole,  she  is  manifesting  considerable  disapprobation  in  regard  to 
the  territory  lost  /T.?I«  by  Thailand/  in  1907.  As  for  Thailand, 
however,  there  is  a  vlow  that  the  former  could  have  been  acquired 
without  depending  on  our  ir.ediation  and  that  if  Japan  had  not  inter¬ 
vened,  they  would  have  boon  able  to  take  back  more  territory  in  the 
Cambodia  area.  The  British  also  are  supporting  this  view  to  dampen 
Japan's  nodiution  and  since  this  will  lead  to  the  alienation  of  the 
collaboration  between  Japan  and  Thailand,  the  possibility  of 
Thailand  regarding  our  mediation  as  troublesome  from  that  standpoint 
of  her  international  /T.H.  This  has  been  changed  to  ’'internal"  but 
the  original  Japanese  character  is  not  crossed  out/  situation  and 
rosortinx  to  arms  again  is  gnat  if  tho  restoration  of  lost  terri¬ 
tories  is  restricted  to  the  former.  Hence,  we  are  confronted  with 
the  absolute  necessity  of  making  the  French  make  some  concession  in 
regard  to  the  latter  and  of  preventing  Thailand  from  coding  from  our 
camp  and  Joining  tho  Anglo-American  camp. 

(■i)  According  to  the  explanation  of  Thailand,  when  Thailand 
sought  for  Germany's  help  in  regard  to  this  question  of  restoration 
of  lost  territories.  Foreign  Minister  Ribbentrop  had  replied  to  the 
Thailand  Minister  in  Germany  and  to  tho  Thoiland  Foreign  Minister 
through  the  German  Minister  in  Thailand  that  since  problems  of  French 
Indo-China  have  been  all  left  in  the  hands  of  Japan,  Japan  should  be 
consulted,  and  Thailand  is  thinking  of  acting  according  to  Japan's 
view  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

However,  there  has  been  no  manifestation  of  such  intention  as 
mentioned  above  from  Germany  at  any  time.  Hot  only  that#  but  France 
has  hinted  that  as  a  result  of  the  German-French  Armistice  agreement, 
they  have  no  right  to  dispose  of  freely  problems  such  as  this  matter 
pertaining  to  the  disposition  of  her  colonies  until  the  peace  con¬ 
ference.  Hence,  it  is  deemed  that  the  difficulty  for  tho  completion 
of  the  mediation  lies  with  France. 
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However. 

(1)  Since  th"  succose  of  the  nodlition  vflll  rreatly 
affect  the  execution  of  the  national  policies  of  the  Axis  pov/ors.'it 
Is  neoossury  to  beinj^  this  iDTr4ecliutL'ly  to  c  success  by  ell  menns  and 
to  establish  our  Influonoo  and  stamp  out  the  activities  of  England 
and  America* 

(2)  If  v)ro  do  not  satisfy  Thailand  to  a  certain  extent, 
there  is  the  danger  of  Thailand  swinging  avray  from  Japan.  Koroovor, 

_ for  this  purpose,  it  is  noccssury  to  add  pressure  on  France^  but  to 
make  France  accept  our  mediation  plan,  it  is  doomed  that  thoro  is  no 
alternative  but  to  roly  upon  the  spoody  and  effective  T.ood  offices 
of  the  Oem\n  Government  toward  the  Vichy  Govornffrfjnt.  ’  Hence,  it  is 
desired  that  appropriate  measures  bo  devised  immediately. 

Furthermore,  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  South  Seas 
Affairs  has  shown  our  mediation  plan  to  the  Goman  councillor  here 
on  the  17th  and  has  requested  for  the  (^ood  offices  of  the  Gorman 
Government  after  explainin'^  the  detailed  situation. 


Ifessagc  relayed  to  Frruice  and  Italy. 
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